^im l isting g"*! Ainead""'"^^ Osums: 

Please amend the pending claims lo read as follows: 
1 CCittienrty Amended) Implant for compensating for pathological 
changes in the spinal column or locomotor sysxem, the implant comprising a hody having a 
vamish-li^ hiode^adable polymer coating of a thido^ss of 100 ,m or 

the body has a substantially constant physiochemical state under physiological 

conditions in vivo. ^,„,K««.,rf« 

The vamish - ''<fg biodeg fa ^able poivmer «" ■ 

of die im olaiu: and ' , 

2. (Original) Implant of claim I wherein die implant is a iraaure-tlxation 
or endoprostheiic device. 

3 (Original) Implant of claim 2 wheiein the fracmre-fixation device is 
selected from the group consisting of a plate, screw, nail, pin, wire, thread, and cage. 

4. (Original) Implant of claim 1 wherein the vamish-like coating ha. a 
thickness of 50 ^»m or less. 

5. (Original) implant of claim 4 wherein the vamisb-like coating has a 
thickness of 10 to 30 ^m. 

6. (Original) Implant of claim 1 wherein the polymer has a glass 
iransition temperature of more Uian 37»C (98.6»F). 

7. (Canceled) 

8 (Original) implant of claim I >vherein the polymer is selected from the 
g.oup consisting of poly-a hydroxy acids, polyglycols. polytyrosine carbonates, starch, 
gelaiins. cellulose, and blends and imerpolymers thereof. 

W\ IP 1533350* 
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9 (OrigW) imptau ot claim 8 whOTin the polymer inelKie. pdy- « 
hydroxy .cids urn ere seteced torn gr^P consi«tag of poly.aaides. polyglycol acids, 
and inieipolyraers thereof. 

10. (Original) Implant of claim I wherein the vamish-like coaxing 
cowains a pbarmaceuticaUy active additive. 

11. (Original) implant of claim 10 whetein the pbannaceuticaUy active 
additive includes an osieoinducxive substance. 

12. (Original) implant Of claim U wherein the o«eoinductive substance 
conwns a growth factor. 

13. (Original) Implant of claim 12 wherein a gtowth-factor percentage of 



a 



wial weight of the coating is 0.1 to 10% by weight- 

14. (Original) Implant of claim 13 wherein the growth-factor percewage 
of the total weight is 0.5 to 8% by weight. 

15. (Original) Implant of claim 14 wherein the growth-factor percentage 
of ihe toial weight is I to 5% by weight. 

16. (Original) implant of claim 12 wherein the growth faccor includes at 
least one of IGF. TGF. FGF. EOF, BMP, and PPCF- 

17. (Original) hnplant of claim 12 wherein the growth factor is IGF-I or 

TGF-p. 

18. (Original) implant of daun 12 wherein the growth factor is a mixture 
oflGF-landTGF-p. 

19. COnginal) Unplant of clahn 18 wherein the coating contains about 5% 
by weight of IGF-I and 1% by weight of TGF- P l- 

N-yiO 1533351. » 
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20. (Origmal) Iniplant of claim 1 wbe«in the coating contains at least two 
layers of the biodegradable polymer- 

21. (Pieviousily Presented) Method for making the implant of claim I 

comprising: 

a. Preparing a dispersion of the biodegradable polymer « an 

organic solvent; . . 

b- Applying the dispersion on a surface of the tmplani to be 

coated; and 

c. Allowing the solvent to evaporate. 

22. (Original) Method of claim 21 wherein the application and 
evaporation occur at a temperature between 0 and 30°C (32 , 86»F). 

23. (Original) Method of claim 21 wherein the evaporation of the solvent 
occurs in a gaseous atmosphere substantially saturated with solvem vapor. 

24. (Original) Method of claim 21 wherein the application of the 
dispersion and the evaporation of the solvem are repeated at least two times. 

25. (Original) Methodof claim 21 wherein the dispersion is a colloidal 
solution of the polymer in the solvent. 

06 (Original) Method of claim 25 wherein the colloidal solution is 
produced by allowing a mixmre of polymer and solvent to stand for 1 minute to 24 hours. 

27. (Original) Method of claim 25 wherein the colloidal solution is 
filtered prior to its application. 

0^ (Original) Method of claim 27 wherein the colloidal solution is 
ftltered through^ micropore filter with a pore size of 0.45 ^m or smaller. 



29 

used as the solvent- 



(Original) Methodof claim21 wherein ethyl acetate or chloroform is 



NYfP iSWSO.l 
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30. (Otigtoal) Memod of claim 21 wherein ihe dispersion cowaiitf 20 lo 
300 mg of polymer per ml of solvent. 

31. (Previously Presented) Onhopaedic implam of claim I, ihe implant 

made by: 

a. Preparing a dispersion of the biodegradable polymer in an 

organic solvent; , . . , 

b. Applying the dispersion on a surface of the implani.w be 

coated; and 

c. Allowing the solvent to evaporate. 

32 (Withdrawn) An orthopedic implant having a fi;ied contour for 

placement adjacent bone, the implant comprising: 

a metaUic body defining a periphery, the periphery generally correspondmg 

with the fixed contour of ihe implam; and 

an abrasion-resistant, biodegradable polymer deposiUon on the penpbery, 
wherein the deposition has a thickness of 100 ^m or less, and at least a portion 

of the polymer deposiuon is adapted to contact bone when the implant is placed adjacent 

33. (Withdrawn) The implant of claim 32, wherein the deposition has a 
thickness of 50 ^m or less. 

34. (Withdrawn) The implant of claim 33. wherein the deposition has a 
thickness of 10 to 30 \ixn. 

35. (Withdrawn) The implam of claim 34. wherein the polymer ha^ a 
glass transition temperature of more than 37°C (98.6»F). 

36. (Wididrawn) Theimplantof claim 32. wherein the polymer has a 
rocan molecular weight of XOO kDa or less. 
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37 (Withdrawn) The implant of claim 32. wherein the polymer is selected 
ftom the group consisting of poly- a hydroxy acids, polyglycols. polytyrosine carbonates, 
starch, gelatins. cellulo:*e, and blends and interpolymers thereof. 

38 (Withdrawn) The implant of claim 37. wherein the polymer includes 
poly- a hydroxy acids that are selected from the group consisting of polylactides, polyglycol 
acids, and interpolymers thereof. 

39. (Withdrawn) The implant of claim 32. wherein the polymer deposition 
comprises a substantially amorphous polymer stmcture. 

40. (Withdrawn) The implant of claim 33. wherein the polymer deposition 
comprises pharmaceutically active agents. 

41. • (Withdrawn) The implant of claim 32. wherein the implant is a 

fracture fixation device. 

42. (Withdrawn) The implant of claim 33. wherein the implant comprises 

a bone fastener. i - ^ „ 

43. (Withdrawn) THe implant of claim 34. wherein the implant is a screw. 



44. 



(Withdrawn) The implant of claim 34. wherein the implant is a pin. 
45. (Withdrawn) The implant of claim 34, wherein the implant is a nail. 
. 46. (Withdrawn) The implant of claim 34. wherein the implani is a wire. 

47. (Withdrawn) The implant of claim 33. wherein the implant is a plate. 

48. (Withdrawn) The implant of claim 33. wherein the implant is a cage. 

49. (Withdrawn) The implant of claim 32. wherein the implant comprises 

a endoprosibeiic device. 
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so. cWiibdrawn) The iroplam of cjaim 49. wherein the implant is a 
subsiitute pan for a joint. 

SL (Withdrawn) The implant of claim 49. wherein the implani is a 

sabsiiiute for a bone secrion. 

52. tWiibdrawn) The implant of claim 49, wherein the implant »s a 

substitute for a tooih. 

53. (Withdrawn) The implant of claim 32, wherein the metaUic 

component is steel. 

54. (Withdrawn) The implant of claim 53, wherein the metalUc 

component is stainless steel. 

55. (Withdrawn) lite implant of claim 32. wherein the metallic 

coiupojient is titanium- 

56. (Withdrawn) The implant of claim 32, wherein metallic component 

comprises titanium and steel. 

57. (Withdrawn) An orthopedic implant havmg a fixed contour for 

placement proximate to bone, the implant comprising: 

a body defining a periphery, the periphery generally corresponding wath the 

fixed contour of the implant; and 

an abrasion-resistant, biodegradable polymer deposition on the body, 
wherein the deposition has a thickness of lOO or less, and at least a portton 
of the polymer deposition is adapted to contact bone when the implant is placed proximate to 

bone. 

58 (Withdrawn) tbc implant of claim 57. wherein the periphery has 
substantiauy constant pbysiochemical state under physiological conditions in Vivo 



(Withdrawn) An orthopedic implant for placemem proximate to bone 



59 

comprising: 

a member, and 

an abrasion-resistant, biodegradable polymer deposition on *e member. 

ISIY3D i5>33»J 
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wherein the deposition has a UUclme^s of 100 or less and at least a portion 
of .be polymer deposition comprises an osteoinductive substance adapted to promote 
osteosynthesis when the implant is placed proximate to bone. 

60 iNew) An implant for compensating for pathological changes in the 
spinal column or locomotor system, the implant comprising a body having a vamish-hke 
biodegradable polymer coating of a thickn^s of 100 ^m or less, wherem 

the implant comprises a base material which is not biodegradeable; and 

d^e v«mish-like biodegradable polymer forms an adhesive bond to the surface 

of the implaiu. 

61. (New) TheimplamofclaimeCwhereinsaidbasematerial. wherein 
Ihe base material is a metal or an aUoy, 

62. (New) The implam of claim 61. wherein .aid base material, wherein 
said base material is stainless steel. 

63. (New) The implant of claim 61. wherein said base material, wherein 
said base material is titanium. 
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